
Natasha has dreamt of making aliyah for many years.  Her life in Moldova has 
not always been easy, and there have been many times when it seemed that 
dream would never come true. 

Natasha’s elderly mother has depended on her for some time, and whenever 
Natasha mentioned moving to Israel, her mother always objected.  Natasha’s 
mother never wanted to leave Moldova in spite of extremely difficult economic 
conditions there.  Their region in particular was beset by extreme poverty, and 
jobs were hard to come by.  Facing all these obstacles, Natasha easily found 
herself discouraged. 

Still, she never gave up on her dream of making Israel her home.  She knew that 
to obtain a visa so she could move there, she would have to document her    
Jewish heritage.  Additionally, although she is an adult, local laws required her to 
obtain her mother’s written permission to leave Moldova.  Since Natasha’s  

mother did not support her desire to 
make aliyah, this step in the process of 
leaving for Israel was a long time com-
ing. 

Finally, Natasha’s mother consented, 
understanding that her daughter  
needed this chance to find happiness 
in the land of her forefathers.  Ezra 
International’s team came alongside 
her, helping her as she documented 
her Jewish ancestry and received her 
visa for Israel.   

We were overjoyed for her as her    
departure date came, and now that 
she is in Israel, we remember her, 
praying that God will bless her and 
help her with any challenges that she 
faces in her new homeland.  He does 
not forget His promises to any of the 
children of Israel, and we know that He 
will remember His promise to Natasha, 
too, through the prophet Jeremiah:  
“‘For I know the plans that I have for 
you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans for wel-
fare and not for calamity to give you a 
future and a hope’” (Jeremiah 29:11). 
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Pat & Craig with the volunteers in Samara 
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Our team in Russia met Nina, her husband Nikolai, and their daughter Zhenya at the Jewish    
Agency, while they were preparing to make aliyah.  Their story reflects the challenges and even  
sufferings that many Jewish families endured in the Soviet Union during the 20th century. 

Nina’s mother was born in western Ukraine and was evacuated to Russia when the Nazis occupied 
Ukraine.  In Russia, she met Nina’s father, who was evacuated there from Minsk, Belarus, also   
under Nazi occupation at that time.  Nina’s father and mother were Jewish—at the end of the       
Second World War, they discovered that all her mother’s relatives, except for one brother, were 
killed in Ukraine during the conflict. 

Like Nina, Nikolai was born not in Russia but in Ukraine, near the border with Russia.  His mother 
was Jewish, and his father, a Russian soldier, was killed on the first day that war broke out with the 

Nazis.  Nikolai—then just an infant— and his 
mother fled to Russia, away from the 
fighting, but they endured many hardships as 
the conflict continued.  Mother and son lived 
for some time in what was then Stalingrad, 
Volgograd today, a city that saw perhaps the 
fiercest fighting in the history of human war-
fare.  Between 1.2 million to 1.8 million    
casualties lost their lives in house-to-house 
fighting and aerial bombardments as the  
Soviets and the Nazis faced off there. 

After the war, Nikolai and his family con-
tinued living in Russia under the Soviets’ 
communist regime.  Nikolai and Nina met 
after they grew up, and the couple was soon 
married.  Their son Mark was born a few 
years later, and Zhenya came along soon 
after.  Zhenya, a linguist and translator by 
profession, is married with a young daughter. 

We enjoyed getting to know this extended family during the next few months.  Ezra International’s 
sponsors paid for Zhenya’s trip to and from the Israeli consulate when she was interviewed about 
her visa.  Our representatives visited their home a few weeks later as they began to make final 
plans for their departure for Israel.  All of them are making aliyah except Mark, who has chosen to 
stay in Russia at this time. 

When the day finally came for them to leave Russia, our volunteers picked them up at their home, 
transporting them and their luggage to the railway station as they caught the train to the airport.  We 
wished them all the best as they left, and we continue to pray that they are blessed greatly as they 
begin their new lives in Israel.  The family now lives in Haifa, a major port city in the north of Israel. 

Looking back on all that Nikolai, Nina, Zhenya, and their families have overcome, we stand amazed 
at the faithfulness of God, bringing them out of the hand of the Nazis, the rule of the Soviets, and 
now home at last to Israel. 

God has truly fulfilled the word He spoke through the prophet Zephaniah more than 2,500 years 
ago:  “‘Behold, I am going to deal at that time with all your oppressors, I will save the lame and 
gather the outcast, and I will turn their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.  At that time I 
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praise among all the peoples of the earth, when I restore your fortunes before your eyes,’ says the 
LORD” (Zephaniah 3:19-20). 

   

����������	
���
�������������	
���
�������������	
���
�������������	
���
��� ����



��������		

			
������
������	

�����������������	
���������
���������������������� ��
�� �� �
�����	��������
���	������������
�	������
�
���������
���������

�� ������������
�����	
�
��

����������
��	
��
�
������
�
��������
���
�	������� ��������	
��
�
������
�

��������
�����	�����
�
����
�������������
��	
���� �����������
����	�	�����
��
��
����
�����
�������
�
�	������
������
�������
�
� 	�������
���������������

�	 � � � �����
�
�������������������������������� �	�
�����	 
�
�!���
�
������"

���
������

�
���

������������������
�����	
�
���� ������
���#���
�
�
�
�����
�����������������������������
����
$�����
�
������� ��
�������������
�������
��������!���
�
���	�������������
�����
�����	
�
��� ����
�����#
�
�����
�
�
���
	�������������
����
������������
����
��
���������
 ��#��
	����������������
#
�
���	�������������
������#���������������������� ����
�	����%����&�#�
��

�������������� �	��
'��������
�()&)*"+),�

�
We are moving into the most exciting time on the Jewish calendar for believers 
in Yeshua, particularly as scholars believe that this is the time of year that    
Yeshua was born as clearly expressed in the prologue of John’s Gospel (John 
1:14) that could be literally translated, ‘The word became flesh and tabernacled 
with us.’  Jewish people believe that when Messiah comes, it will be during this 
feast.  At the conclusion of the feast, Simchat Torah is celebrated when the 
yearly cycle of Torah readings concludes and the new cycle begins.  The last 
verses and the first verses of the Torah are read as a single event.  It is com-
mon practice that when the Torah Scrolls are brought out of the synagogue 
(the only such occasion during the year) to much singing and dancing, the con-
gregants will shout ‘Messiah Now!’ 
�
The starting point for us to discover an authentic date for the birth of Yeshua 
begins with a look at Zechariah, the father of John the Baptist.  Luke relates 
(1:5) that Zechariah was a priest of the order of Abijah.  Whilst his mishmarot 
(‘division,’ see 1 Chronicles 24:7-18) were serving in the Temple, an angel 
appeared to Zechariah and said his wife Elisheva (Elizabeth) would conceive 
and bear a son who would be called Yochanan (John). 
 
According to the Mishnah, the service of the mishmarot commences on the 
first Shabbat (Sabbath) of Nisan, and each division (family) of priests would 
minister in rotation for one week.  The 24th  division, or mishmarot, would 
have served roughly twice a year. The cycle was subject to slight variation as 
all priests, regardless of their division, were required to  attend the Temple for 
the three Pilgrim Festivals of Pesach (Passover), Shavuot (Pentecost) and 
Succoth (Tabernacles) as per Deuteronomy 16:16.  As the division of Abijah 
was numbered as eighth in rotation, Zechariah would have served his first ro-
tation during the month of Sivan, to all intents and purposes June in the Ro-
man calendar.  His second rotation would be about six months later during  
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Kislev.  Zechariah’s service at the temple and the 
angelic proclamation of John the Baptist’s birth 

could have reasonably occurred during Zechariah’s first period of service at the Temple.  The 
Jewish expectation that Elijah would come at Pesach also lends credence to this argument.  
During the Pesach celebration, an extra cup of wine is placed on the table in the hope that  
Elijah will come and drink it.   
 
Secondly, in the story of the shepherds watching their flocks at the time of Yeshua’s birth, it is 
during this time the lambs were still kept outdoors, while in winter they are kept indoors.  An 
interesting aside is that the fields designated geographically at this time belonged to the    
temple where lambs were raised for sacrifice.  
 
If John the Baptist were born at Pesach, Yeshua (Jesus) must have been born during Succoth 
as we are informed that he was six months younger than Yochanan ha mabtil (Luke 1:26,36). 
In the Lukan birth narrative the proclamation of the angel is of relevance: "Fear not: for, behold, 
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all  people" (Luke 2:10). Succoth is a   
��������	
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Succoth is also known as the "Festival of the Nations". The angel proclamation should be un-
derstood as a greeting for the Festival of Succoth as this is the only festival where the nations 

are positively encouraged to participate. (Zechariah 14:16-19). 
 
Curiously succah (booth) is a Hebrew term that was applied to a 
stable or animal house in those days as it was a flimsy three  
sided affair with a roof that that let in starlight.  If the day of     
Yeshua’s birth was the first day of Succoth, the day of his cir-
cumcision would be the eighth day of Succoth which, like the 
first day, is a day of  sacred assembly. (Leviticus 23:39). On this 
day, or traditionally the day after, the Jews complete their annual 
cycle of  Torah readings and start again from Bereshit 

(Genesis).  It is called Simchat Torah (Rejoicing of the Law), and is considered to be a time of 
"fulfilment" of the Torah. The circumcision of  Yeshua at this time indicates how He had come 
to fulfill the Law and the Prophets (Matt. 5:17-18). Also in John 1:14 we read about how "The 
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us"--another obvious reference to Succoth. 
 
Yeshua at Succoth 
 
On each of the seven days of Succoth, the High Priest took a golden pitcher and filled it with 
water drawn from the Pool of Siloam. It was brought into the Temple through the Water Gate 
(hence the name), and poured into a bowl at the Altar, alongside the pouring of the wine, during 
the daily burnt-offering (Talmud: Sukkah 4:9).  This water libation was performed only during 
Succoth. 
 
The Talmud states, "Why is the name of it called the Drawing Out of Water? Because of the 
pouring out of the Holy Spirit, according to what is said: ‘With joy shall ye draw out of the wells 
of salvation’ “(Isaiah 12:3).  Whoever did not see the rejoicing of (this water drawing ceremony) 
never saw rejoicing in his lifetime." (Mishnah: Sukkah 5:1) 
 
“Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Yeshua stood and cried out, saying, "If any 
man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. ‘He who believes in Me,’ as the Scripture said, 
from his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’ But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom 
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was not yet glorified” (John 7:37-39).  
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At the time of Yeshua, while the Temple existed, Jerusalem was lit with three 
huge candlesticks placed in the court of the women that were said to be 

around 75 to 80 feet high each had four bowls each bowl being approached by its own ladder.  
The wicks were made from the old priestly garments that burned up huge amounts of oil, esti-
mated at around ten gallons in each bowl and were capable of lighting up the whole of the city of 
Jerusalem. “There was no courtyard 
in Jerusalem that was not lit up with 
the light at the water- well   cere-
mony" (Talmud: Sukkah 5:3). It was a 
spectacular event where the 
men of Israel danced with torches 
all night, singing songs of praise to 
God most high accom- panied by      
Levitical musicians. 
 
After dancing all night, two priests at 
dawn would go to the Yaffa Gate on 
the eastern side of the Temple at 
dawn. Once through the gate with a 
multitude of worshipers, they turned 
their faces towards the west, facing 
the sanctuary. With the sun rising and the light of the menorahs paling they chanted: “Our ances-
tors, when they were in this place, turned with their backs unto the Temple and their faces to-
wards the east and they prostrated themselves eastward towards the sun, but as for us, our eyes 
are turned toward the Eternal” That makes Yeshua's next statement even more startling. Then 
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walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.” 
 
The story of the transfiguration in Mark 9 also contains the overarching significance of the rela-
tionship between the Messiah and the feast as Kefa (Peter) wanted to build three succahs for 
Yeshua (Messiah), Moses (Torah), Elijah (Prophecy), not realising that these three were fulfilling 
that which the festival symbolized: they were dwelling in their own temporary tabernacles of 
flesh, awaiting their eternal resurrection temples. 
 
It is customary to give to the poor during this feast as an extra offering.  May we ask you to 
prayerfully consider making an extra offering to Ezra International during this season to help the 
poorest of the Jewish people living in dire, life-threatening situations worldwide.   
 
It is considered that Yeshua has fulfilled in Himself the requirements of Pesach and Shavout and 
that Succoth will be fulfilled upon His return.  Aliyah plays an important role in all of this as,      
according to Acts 3:21, Yeshua is retained in Heaven until the fulfillment of all things, which is 
overarched by the return of the full number of Jewish people to keep their appointment with Him 
on the Mountains of Israel. 

Fred Wright and his wife, Maria, have worked with t he Jewish people, with 
emphasis on the return, for 26 years in the fSU,  s atellites, Ethiopia and Isra-
el.  Author of a number of books and numerous acade mic articles on Jewish 
related matters, Fred is considered a pioneer and l eading  authority in the 
study of Christian anti-Semitism and post-Auschwitz   theology.  Fred is cur-
rently Ezra’s Director of International Development .  One of his tasks is de-
veloping Ezra’s Intercessory network.  If you would like to receive monthly 

prayer letters and teaching letters (such as the ab ove) drop us a note at ezraint.uk@gmail.com.  
Also we are planning a  number of Prayer Strategy D ays in the UK—if you are interested in hosting 
or in attending one of these again drop a note to e zraint.uk@gmail.com. 
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Together 
with two 
friends 
Barbara 
sewed a patchwork quilt which 
was raffled at the Cream Tea.  
����	� �	����0� *�	������0� ����� ��
����������  ���� ��� �� ���� �� !
������� 	������� @95�� � In total a 
massive £350 was raised to help 
Ezra’s work. 
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Memorial at Babi Yar 

Memorial to children killed at Babi Yar 

P a g e P a g e  8  


